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Happy Holidays!

De Vitale RN, 

Delaware County Community College

Greetings! I’m writing this a bit early as I’ll be “out of commission” for a few weeks following rotator cuff surgery next week.

We now have our logo and an identity to the outside world at http://www.spchna.com.  We are so excited to finally be “on the web”. We hope to make changes and improvements as time goes on. I plan to volunteer my services to update the web space once my term as President is complete. To that end I’m taking a course in web page development.  We are hoping to change the web site to spchna.org in the near future, as it should be, but it’s more easily said than done due to cost factors.  You will be notified when that change occurs.

It is intended that the web site will be the primary way for members to get the information and forms you will need. This will save a great deal on postage.  

Please ‘bookmark’ our web page and try to get in the habit of checking it occasionally. You will be sent reminders via the list-serve when a new document is uploaded that you will need.  In the future, we will only mail to those without e-mail access. It is therefore very important that you update your information with our list-serv manager, Lynn Nelson-Russom, (lanelsonrussom@mail.widener.edu) whenever your e-mail address changes in order to keep receiving notices

We plan to put the annual registration form, conference flyers and our bi-annual newsletter “Log & Dialog” on the web page for starters.  

Many of you have said it’s easier for you to submit your registration forms on time if you have them by May due to the time frame needed by your institution’s finance department while other’s prefer to wait until August or September. Each year we end up having 8 to 10 members who register in both May and September because they forgot they did so in May.  In these cases we can issue refund checks but it does make more work for our treasurer so we ask you to check if you’re not sure you’ve already registered.  

Thank you for all your help and support,  

De Vitale, President

Conference News:

We wish to acknowledge Rita Clayton of York College, who as a new member of SPCHNA this year volunteered to host our Fall conference held November 4, 2006. We thank Rita and her staff for all that they did to ensure a successful conference
Dr. David Hawk, York County Medical Director, in addition to providing a plan outline for dealing with an outbreak of Avian Flu, also procured our guest speakers.  

Regan Rickert, M.P.H., Epidemiology Research Associate for the Southeast District of The Pennsylvania Dept of Health, who presented information on the Mumps outbreak.    

Michael Huff, RN, Director of the Bureau of Community Health Systems in the Pennsylvania Dept. of Health, and who is also in charge of Pandemic planning for our state, was absolutely excellent.   I don’t think we’ve ever had a better speaker.  There were many positive comments. 

Winter Network Meeting:       

Grace Ann Spena of Montgomery County Community College has volunteered to host our next Winter Network meeting on Friday, January 5, 2007. Information was sent  via the list serv for this meeting. 

This will be a general sharing of all forms used in your Health Centers' – please remember to bring about 25 copies of each to share. I also have a request for those with MRSA policies to please share them.   
We will also share ideas and problem solve together. 

Sharing topics requested are:  Compliance with required immunizations, College Health Insurance (companies used: pros and cons). Use of Work-study students – confidentially issues. 

Also research, data gathering- anyone doing? Specifically research in SHC?   You may also share on any other topic of your choice.
 
The Spring 2007 Conference will be at Philadelphia University, hosted by Karen Dahlquist, CRNP.  Topics will be from the member suggestion list from the fall conference and also the survey done in May.   As soon as we have a date and more specific information it will be sent to you.

Conference fees also remain the same:

$35.00 for members (if dues are paid by the deadline of Oct.1st). $60.00 for non-members

Contact hours will be awarded to members.

The conference registration form will be available on our web site, once it is ready, so that you can easily print out as many copies as needed.  You will be notified via 

e-mail when it is available.

Future Conferences

The following member institutions have volunteered to host future conferences:

Fall 2007 – West Chester University

Spring, 2008 – LaSalle University

Why not consider offering now to host for Fall 2008 with lots of time to plan?

(Remember - Conference planning committee is available to help if needed – just give Geri Cole a call at Swarthmore)  

Election of officers will take place at the Spring 2007 meeting.  If you were nominated, please consider strongly your willingness to help your organization.

Your 2006-2007 member directory will be coming soon.  It will be sent via e-mail for those with e-mail access. It will be mailed to those without.
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National Wear Red Day is a day when Americans nationwide will wear red to show their support for women's heart disease awareness.

For more information go to: http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/hearttruth/wrd/index.htm




I ask all of you to remember in your thoughts and prayers one of our organizations founding members, Margot Heilig. Margot is now 91 years of age and suffers the effects of long standing Alzheimer’s.  She lives with and is taken care of by daughter Bonnie in Connecticut.     











Your officers are:  


President: De Vitale, Delaware County Community College 610-359-5140	FAX 610-325-2834, � HYPERLINK mailto:dvitale@dccc.edu ��dvitale@dccc.edu�


Vice-President: Geri Cole, Swarthmore College 


610-328-8058,FAX 610-918-6144, � HYPERLINK "mailto:gcole1@swarthmore.edu" ��gcole1@swarthmore.edu� 


Secretary: Eileen Halter, Elizabethtown College


, FAX 717-361-1502


� HYPERLINK mailto:Halteres@etown.edu ��Halteres@etown.edu�


Treasurer: Claire Washington, formerly of CCP


215-549-6178, � HYPERLINK "mailto:pcwashington@hotmail.com" ��pcwashington@hotmail.com� 





Please call us with any questions or if we can help in any way.











SPCHNA e-mail List Serve


Lynn Nelson-Russom at Widener University continues to take care of this valuable resource.  If you have recently started using e-mail or had an address change please send it to Lynn at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lanelsonrussom@mail.widener.edu" ��lanelsonrussom@mail.widener.edu� 





Grace Ann Spena from Montgomery County Community College continues as our membership chairperson.  Grace puts together our annual membership directory.  If any of your information changes, please contact Grace so your info can be updated. You can reach Grace by phone, 215-641-6606or e-mail at gspena@mc3.edu 





Remember – inclusion in the list-serve is a benefit of active membership.  This is a valuable source of sharing information with each other.    











